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Why Is Floyd Patterson not respect- 
ed as the world’s heavyweight 
champion? Why is he considered 
a non-fighting champion? 
EBONY explores these 
and other revealing 
facts in its dynamic 
article in the April 
issue of EBONY. 
Learn the truth 
about Floyd Pat- 
terson. 
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NATIONAL REPORT 


Ghana Embassy Seek $500,000 Mansion In D.C. 

The Ghana Embassy is negotiating for the pur- 
chase of the $500,000 Meridian House, former 45- 
room showcase home of a steel heiress, it was dis- 
closed in Washington. 

Embassy officials refused to discuss the proposed 
transaction. However, JET learned that Embassy 
aides contacted the zoning office for information rel- 
ative to gaining approval of an Embassy building in 
the fashionable residential neighborhood. The house 
is located next door to the home of Eugene and 
Agnes Meyer, owners of the influential Washington 
Post newspaper. 

The spacious mansion, which has a 1'-acre lot, 
was once considered by the Russians as a home for 
their ambassador. The Russians did not follow up 
their investigation of the property with an offer. If 
bought by the Ghana Embassy, the house would be 
the largest building acquired by an African country 
in the nation’s capital. A national church organiza- 
tion is also bidding for the property. 
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Atlania Suburb Bars White Council From Auditorium 


The City Council of East Point, an Atlanta suburb, voted 
unanimously to revoke permission for the White Citizens 
Council of Georgia to use the City Auditorium for a meet- 
ing. East Point Mayor Johnny Stith said he had infor- 
mation that the purpose of the proposed meeting was to 
“agitate and stir up the people of this community.” 


Fla. Whites To Clear Area For New Negro Project 

In a move to prevent possible attempts by Negroes to 
move into other white sections, 27 white families in Lake- 
land, Fla., volunteered to vacate their homes to provide 
space for a new housing development for the city’s crowded 
Negro population. City officials hailed the move as a big 
step toward bettering race relations. 


Ezzard Charles Blames Loss Of Job On Politics 

Former heavyweight champion Ezzard Charles blamed 
the loss of his state job on partisan politics in Cincinnati. 
“Everybody knows I’m on the Republican side of the fence. 
They gave as a reason for firing me that I was continuing 
to fight.” Charles, a State Industrial Commission inspec- 
tor, who lectured to youngsters, was discharged last week. 
The Democratic Party is currently in power in Ohio. 


Kansas Scottish Masons Lose Insignia Case 

The United States Supreme Court refused to review 
the conviction of four Kansas Scottish Rite Masons for 
wearing the insignia of the Prince Hall Masons. The 
Kansas Supreme Court had ruled it illegal for Scottish 
Rite Masons to wear the universal square and compass 
and lambskin apron of Masonry. 





Va. Whites Fail New Vote Tests, Negroes Pass 

More white Virginians than Negroes have flunked 

a tricky new registration law designed to keep Ne- 

gro registration down. Negro leaders beat officials at 

| their own game by setting up schools to instruct Ne- 

groes in what to write on the blank sheet of paper 
residents are given to register on. 
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Yates (l.) rides “bopper sled,” then gets doctor’s check up. 


Fla. Gi Risks Life 65 Times As Space ‘Guinea Pig’ 

Airman Alton W. Yates, 21, a volunteer “guinea pig” at 
the Air Force Missile Development Center at Holloman 
AF Base, N. M., became the first man to risk his life for 
the 65th time strapped in a machine designed to simulate 
conditions of space flight. The machine, called the bopper 
sled, hurtles its occupant at extreme speeds, then comes to 
an abrupt stop. A native of Jacksonville, Fla., Yates has 
participated in numerous other experiments including ex- 
tended submersion in water and flights in a high-altitude 
balloon. 


La. Man, Infant Boy Killed In Frame Home Blaze 

A 59-year-old Marshall, La., man and his nephew’s 20- 
month-old son burned to death in a fire that destroyed 
their small frame house while rescuers, driven back by 
the heat, watched helplessly. The victims were identi- 
fied as Augusta Kennedy and Clyde Hurd, the infant. 
Both deaths were ruled accidental. 





Harassed Del. Family To Sell Home In White Suburb 
The family of George Rayfield, 46, has agreed to move 
from its recently purchased home in previously all-white 
suburban Collins Park, Del., in exchange for payment of 
damages to Rayfield’s $12,000 property and his automobile. 
Rayfield said his car was damaged and the windows of 
his home were smashed by demonstrators after he, his 
wife and their teen-age daughter moved in. He said his 
decision to give the home up was prompted by the steady 
decline of his spare-time garbage disposal business after 
his customers learned he had moved into Collins Park. 


U. S. Seeks $389,000 In Taxes From Philly Couple 

In Philadelphia, the U. S. attorney’s office filed suit 
against Leo (Clee) Coleman, once described by police as 
the head of a $5 million-a-year numbers ring, and his wife 
for $278,000, which it charged they owe in 1948 and 1949 
income taxes. The suit also sought another $111,000 the 
federal government charges that Coleman alone owes for 
1946 and 1947. 


Order Jacksonville, Fla., To Integrate Golf Course 

Ruling that the Jacksonville, Fla., policy of allowing 
Negroes to use the public golf course twice a week was a 
violation of their civil rights, Federal Judge Bryan Simp- 
son ordered the city to end all racial segregation on the 
courses by April 7. Mayor Haydon Burns has said the 
city would close the course if the court ordered integra- 
tion. 





Miss. 470-Pounder Gets ‘Tailor-Made’ Casket 


Bill Watts of Jackson, Miss., was buried with a 
week’s delay because 2 special coffin had to be con- 
structed to hold his 470-pound, six-foot-seven frame. 
Known during his lifetime for his ability to pick up 
a bale of cotton and run with it, Watts had to be 
moved to the graveyard by truck, since his casket 
was too large for a hearse. 
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“Miss America” Mary Ann Mobley .. . aspirant Danna Wood. 


Chicagoan May Be Ist Negro To Vie For ‘Miss America’ 

Beginning an ascent that could lead to the coveted Miss 
America throne, 22-year-old Danna Wood, currently reign- 
ing as “Miss Chicago South End Jaycee” (an official Miss 
America preliminary) is the first Negro to compete for a 
state beauty crown. The comely Knoxville (Tenn.) College 
graduate will take the second step on the road to the Miss 
America competition in Atlantic City when she vies for 
“Miss Illinois” honors on May 28-30 in Moline. 


New Yorker Named To National GOP Study Unit 

An Ithaca, N. Y., doctor’s wife, Mrs. Corinne B. Galvin, 
a member of a national Republican Committee on Pro- 
gram and Progress, was named to a GOP study unit on 
Human Rights and Needs, and will travel with the com- 
mittee to Washington in September to report their find- 
ings to President Eisenhower and Vice President Nixon. 
The project is to define principles of the Party and draw 
up a declaration on how these principles are to be applied. 
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Baffled By Noise, Detroiters Try To Rout ‘Ghosts’ 

Baffled at the 
mysterious 
sounds which 
were wrecking 
their home, two 
Detroit house- 
holders called on 
police and city 
engineers to help 
rout “the ghosts” 
from their two 
story frame 
house. Mrs. Gus- 
sie Matlock and 
her downstairs 
neighbor, Mrs. 
Agnes’ Brown, 
said the earth- 
quaking noise 
' . sounded like a 
Puzzled Mrs. Agnes Brown (r.) and Mrs. sledgehammer, 
Gussie Matlock view “ghost” wreckage. causing over- 
turned chairs, broken mirrors, moving furniture and 
rattling dishes. While Mrs. Matlock waited for inspectors 
to solve the problem, Mrs. Brown offered a better solu- 
tion. She declared: “I don’t know about Mrs. Matlock, but 
if that noise don’t move, I am.” At City Hall, building in- 
spector Christopher Stegger called the whole trouble a 
“publicity story.” Said Stegger: “I think the people are a 
little superstitious. It wasn’t anything but some squeaks 
in the floor.” 


NAACP Appeals $25,000 Ga. Contempt Fine 

A $25,000 contempt fine imposed on the NAACP for fail- 
ure to make records available to the Georgia Revenue 
Commission has been appealed to the U. S. Supreme Court. 
Last December, the Fulton Superior Court ordered J. H. 
Calhoun, former Atlanta NAACP branch president, to be 
jailed until he agreed to produce 1956 financial records. 
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Wi Helping Hands: After his Ft. Worth, Texas, home was 
ae destroyed by fire, mail clerk Henry Davis (1.) discusses 
a plans for new home with Elmer Cain as white fellow work- 
er ers, who volunteered, service labor in background. Dozen 
‘ mi engineers, draftsmen gave money, weekends for project. 
es 2 : Yesterday In Negro History 2 
1 » April 13, 1955—George E. C. Hayes, Washington law- : 
u- » yer, was nominated a member of the District of 5 
rut $ Columbia Public Utilities Commission and became 3 
a > the first Negro member of the body. 4 
,a. | $. April 14, 1775—The Society ; 
ks » for the Relief of Free Men 5 
> Unlawfully Held in Bond- : 
$ age was formed in Phila- 4 
; » delphia. ° 
il- | 3 April 15, 1951—The Inter- 3 
rt. |} Rational Civil Aviation Or- ; 
- $ ganization established a ° 
o $ mission in Ethiopia to aid ; 
; in the organization of an : 
independent civil air line. George E. C. Hayes 2 
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Confidential: Little has been written about it, but 
Hawaii is the only state in which the bulk of the prom- 
inent Negroes “pass” and become identified with other 
racial groups. There is little solidarity among Negroes 
and the NAACP never has been able to gather formi- 
dable strength. Yet children of the island’s pioneer 
Negroes, Nolle Smith and Walter Crockett, serve in the 
Legislature, operate unusual businesses and hold unique 
jobs—but frown on identification in the mainland 
weekly press. Said Howard historian Merze Tate: 
“There’s a lot of big little Negroes.” .. . The famine 
reports in northern Haiti brought quick results, thanks 
to Sen. Hubert Humphrey (D., Minn.) and others. Food 
rushed to the distressed Negro republic was airlifted 
in a real democratic gesture ... One of the top men in 
Jordan King Hussein’s party was so dark State Dept. 
aides kept apologizing that he was “an Arab” and not 
a “brother.” The clincher: To maintain the “white 
country” status, not a single Negro was invited to any 
official function for the visiting royalty ... The race 
relations crowd isn’t being taken in by AFL-CIO’s 
George Meany’s statement that he is 
surprised by the extent of racial dis- 
crimination in the unions. The reason: 
two years ago, Urban League biggies 
presented him a memo of discrimina- 
tion in unions in 22 cities. He said the 
same thing then, but didn’t lift a fin- 
ger to improve the picture ... The 
Commerce Dept. may feature in over- 
seas promotion an unique Gotham ca- 





Elder Michaux tering business, which features Negro 
— . -_— 
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partner Robert Watson. The group has banquet con- 


cessions at two major downtown hotels. 
+ * ~ 





Off The Record: Dems dispute the claim that E. Fred- 
eric Morrow is the first Negro White House aide. They 
claim that George L. P. Weaver, while a NSRB member 
during the Truman administration, had White House 
stature because the body worked directly under the 
President . .. The labor boys are preparing a blast at 
Elder Lightfoot Solomon Michaux, claiming that he is 
persuading Negroes not to join shipyard unions in the 
Tidewater section ... Sammy Davis Jr. made the Con- 
gressional Record. Rep. Richard Bolling (D., Mo.) laud- 
ed him for receiving the Kay Cee Mnookin-Brown 
American Legion Post Americanism award .. . Since 
1954, the year of the school desegregation decision, the 
Health, Education and Welfare Dept. (HEW) has halted 
racial breakdowns on Dixie education. Point: Little 
available info on the number of Negro high school 
grads, and related material ... There are openings 
for teachers at the Army school in Verona, Italy. Write 
the principal. 
+ ~ * 

From The Notebook: The Pentagon is 
raving because the Navy’s crack pho- 
tog, Richard Graddick, is featured in 
the Sperry-Rand Corp’s monthly mag 
with a picture spread on the new subs 

. . Unique post: Carol Joy Hobson, 
wife of the D. C. NAACP lawyer, as 
research assistant for HEW. 





—SIMEON BOOKER . Graddick 

























|_ FOREIGN NEWS | 


Fear African Rebels Going Underground In Nyasaland 

In Salisbury, Southern Rhodesia, officials expressed fear 
that rebellious African Nationalists in Nyasaland who 
eluded a security roundup are going underground to pre- 
pare for guerrilla warfare. 


Pope John Receives 200 Negroes In Vatican 

Pope John XXIII received more than 200 Negroes from 
nations in a special audience, Vatican sources said. They 
were attending a Rome congress on Negro culture. 

HH FLAELELEPEPELIVALGVELOBELELEBBPLBPLEBLLEBELAOLELLOLDLDIG 
NEGRO CUBANS BENEFIT FROM 

With unemployment at an all-time high and the tourist 
trade all but braked to a stop, Cuba’s fiery, young (31) 
Prime Minister Fidel Castro continued his reforms, which 
primarily benefit two million Negroes—the poorest seg- 
ment of the island’s six million inhabitants. 

Already the bearded leader, who led his integrated rag- 
tag rebel army out of the swollen Sierra Maestra Moun- 
tains into Havana three months ago, has scheduled seven 
and a half million acres of land to be divided among the 
poor farmers; cut rents in half, declared there will be no 
private beaches and none closed to Cubans; cut the cost 
of telephone service in half—after nationalizing the Amer- 
ican-owned telephone and telegraph company; called for 
an end to racial discrimination and urged fair employ- 
ment practices, regardless of color. 

Busier than a whirlwind, Castro told the nation in a 
radio address that racial discrimination is a scheme to 
divide Cuba against itself, warned that Cuba has enough 
enemies on the outside. Then, warming to the subject, 
Castro cited the part Negroes had played in the Revolu- 
tion, reminded the people that national hero, Comman- 
dante Juan Almeida, Negro head of Cuba’s West Point, 
had suffered, fought and starved at his side during the 
Revolution. Then, in the bluntest statement of all he told 
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23 Survive Plane Crash After Takeoff In Haiti 
Twenty-three persons escaped serious injury when a 
Haitian government-operated DC-3 crashed and burned 
shortly after takeoff from Port-au-Prince. The plane’s 19 
passengers included six Americans and two Canadians. 


French Sudan Begins As Independent State 

The French Sudan became an independent state follow- 
ing a ceremony in Bamako at which French governmental 
functions were signed over to the new republic. Sudanese 
voted for independence within the French commonwealth 
in a constitutional referendum last October. 
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SWEEPING CASTRO REFORMS 


Cubans there was no such thing as a “pure Caucasian.” 
Pointing to those proud of their Spanish ancestry, lecturer 
Castro said Moors from Africa dominated Spain for 800 
years, added that all of “us” have African blood. 
Swooping into the Swamps De Zapata in La Villas Prov- 
ince at week’s end, Castro ate the meager fare of the 
people, drank from their germ-infested streams, blared: 
“Now I know how 
it tastes. I will 
change that too.” 
And as sceptics 
north and south of 
the Caribbean spec- 
ulated about how 
long “radical” Cas- 
tro could last, and 
fence-straddlers 
wondered whether 
he could consoli- 
date the gains he 
fought so hard for, 
one Negro Cuban 


said: For Castro, I Surrounded by Negro and white aides, 
will die Castro makes note of their reports. 





13 














African Premier Boganda. Killed In Plane Wreck 
Following an in- 
tensive troop and 
plane search, res- 
cue details found 
the bodies of Pre- 
mier Barthelemy 
Boganda, 48, most 
powerful figure in 
the Central African 
Republic, and eight 
passengers in the 
wreckage of a 
French airliner 
3 j that crashed near 
Premier Boganda and family. Bangui. Born a 
peasant, who became a Catholic priest, Boganda was un- 
frocked after World War II when he fell in love and sub- 
sequently married his white French secretary—now moth- 
er of his three children. 





Says New Guineans Killed By ‘Laughing Death’ 

A mysterious disease called “the laughing death” is 
stalking islanders in New Guinea, according to Evelyn 
Muhlenbard, a lay missionary from Cincinnati. She said 
the affliction has hit mainly women of the Okapa Tribe. 
They suddenly take sick and waste away, she explained, 
with their faces contorted in a grin. She said so far the 
strange disease has puzzled doctors. 


British Seize African Mother After Childbirth 

In Salisbury, Southern Rhodesia, British security forces 
arrested the top woman in the outlawed Nyasaland Afri- 
can National Congress as she walked out of a hospital 
after giving birth to her fifth child. She was 29-year-old 
Mrs. Rose Chibambo, chairman of the Women’s Section 
of the Nyasaland Congress, which was banned a month 
ago when a state of emergency was declared in the Brit- 
ish protectorate to crush a nationalist uprising. Her hus- 
band, Samuel, was seized a week ago. 
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MEDICINE | 


95, Per Cent Of U. S. Wives Prefer Birth Control 

Nineteen out of 20 wives under 40 in the United States 
favor some form of birth control, a survey by the ‘Uni- 
versity of Michigan at Ann Arbor indicated. The report 
also showed that the great majority of American couples 
use some method of contraceptives. Even among Roman 
Catholics(the church bans use of contraceptives), large 
majorities favored family limitations under certain con- 
ditions, according to the survey reported in the Scientific 
American magazine. 


N. C. Ponders Sterilization Of Unwed Mothers 

A bill providing for the sterilization of women who gave 
birth to children out of wedlock was debated at a legisla- 
tive public hearing in Raleigh, N. C. Pointing out the 
burden of illegitimate children on public welfare rolls, 
doctors and county officials supported the measure. 


N. J. Medic Accused Of Illegal Operation 

A 78-year-old Newark, N. J., physician, Dr. Jesse Proctor, 
was accused of performing an illegal operation on a New- 
ark girl, 23, and charging her a $75 fee. Bail for Dr. Proc- 
tor was fixed at $5,000 before Magistrate Samuel H. Loh- 
man. Dr. Proctor pleaded not guilty at a Magistrate’s 
Court hearing and now awaits grand jury action. 





Hold Birmingham Nurse On Illegal Operation Charge 

A hold order was placed against a confined Birmingham, 
Ala., hospital nurse on charges of performing a criminal 
abortion on a 19-year-old Sylacauga, Ala., patient who al- 
most died. The warrant was issued against Virginia 
Black, a retired nurse who is undergoing treatment at a 
local hospital. 


Elmer Carter To Address Medic Meet At Tuskegee 
The 47th annual meeting of the John A. Andrew Clinical 
Society is scheduled to hear Commissioner Elmer A. Carter 
of the New York State Commission Against Discrimination 
during the April 12-17 meeting at Tuskegee Institute. 
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ILLINOIS WHITES GIVE BLOOD TO SAVE NEGRO LASS 





WHITE DONORS TRAVEL 250 MILES 
By LARRY STILL 

Lying in a $26-a-day bed at St. Louis (Mo.) Children’s 
Hospital, eight-year-old Priscilla Harrison recovered from 
a rare Operation which forced her heart to stop beating 
for an hour. But even as the stitches in her breast healed, 
Priscilla had already accomplished her greatest feat by 
winning the hearts of her townspeople back in Colp, III. 
(population: 500). The reason was heartwarming, because 
while some white citizens of the boom-and-bust mining 
community refused to send their children to the same 
public school with Priscilla, they readily offered their 
blood to save her life. 

Responding to an appeal from the County Red Cross, 
more than 39 white persons and nine Negroes offered to 
travel 250 miles to undergo blood transfusions for Priscilla. 
A total of 23 white volunteers and three Negroes were 
selected to make the pilgrimage after their “O”-type blood 





Visiting daughter after heart surgery, parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Ernest Harrison, are overjoyed to find Priscilla sitting up. 
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rO GIVE BLOOD TO NEGRO GIRL 





Getting instructions from Dr. Howard Sanden in St. Louis, 
volunteer blood donors learn how they can save girl’s life. 


matched that of the afflicted girl. Because the plasma had 
to be given “live,” the donors were transported 125 miles 
to St. Louis by bus on the day of the operation. Said Lee 
Booth, county blood recruitment chairman: “I don’t think 
the question of color ever arose. All that mattered was a 
child needed blood.” Booth, who has recruited blood for 
three white children, estimated the response for Priscilla 
may have been greater than in any of the other three 
cases he handled. 

Born with a hole in the wall separating the right and 
left lower chambers of her heart, the child was given only 
11 or 12 years to live, unless the heart was repaired. The 
danger was unknown to the parents, Mr. and Mrs. Ernest 
Harrison, for several years until Priscilla “kept getting 
colds” and finally developed pneumonia which required 
daily penicillin treatment. 

After two years of tests at the United Mine Workers 
Union expense, the “heart trouble” was located. It was 
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Kissing daughter, Mrs. Harrison kept 
round-the-clock vigil during surgery. 





was broken in 1937 by falling coal: 


and do your ballet flips.” 
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Delicate Operation On Her Heart Lasted 12 Hours 





another two-year 
wait before the 
newly-developed 
$100,000 heart lung 
pump was available 
for the delicate sur- 
gery at Barnes 
Medical Center in 
St. Louis. Mean- 
while, Priscilla kevt 
running and play- 
ing with her other 
14 brothers and sis- 
ters, but every so 
often the fleet-leg- 
ged girl (who wants 
to be a ballet dan- 
cer) would stop and 
ask her mother: 
“Why does every- 


one think I’m going to die when I’m not even sick?” 
Explained Mr. Harrison, a disabled miner whose neck 
“That’s why it was so 
hard to agree to the operation. She looked so healthy. It 
was like signing her life away.” From her steady vigil at 
the St. Louis home of her cousin, Miss Vada Searcy, prim 
Mrs. Harrison shook her head: “We finally decided that if 
she had to die, she may as well go trying to save her life.” 
The only consolation the parents could give their daughter 
was: “You have to go to the hospital so you can grow up 


The encouragement was unneeded. After two years of 
waiting Priscilla entered the operating room with her 
body attached to a maze of tubes which directed the flow 
of the priceless blood. To her parents she waved and bade 
them: “Bye, bye. I’ll be back in a minute.” 

Twelve hours later, wan, but still holding her favor- 



































rear 
the 
ped 
lung 
able 
sur- 
nes 
r in 
an- 
kevt 
lay- 
ther 
Sis- 


leg- 
ants 
lan- 
and 
er: 
ery- 


eck 
S sO 
It 
l at 
rim 
it if 
fe.” 
iter 

up 


; of 
her 
low 
ade 


/or- 











ite Bugs Bunny doll, Priscilla was rolled back down the 
gleaming nursery-like corridor to her anxious family. Her 
first words were: “Mama, do I still have a weak heart?” 

Back in Colp, Mrs. Bessie Tullus who helped round up 
the donors from Herrin, Cartersville, Carbondale and five 
other neighboring towns, shouted: “You have to give it to 
the white people. They really came through this time.” 
That local residents would be anxious to integrate 
their blood while trying to keep their children segregated 
was not puzzling to Mayor Frank Caliper, the town plumb- 
er, who offered blood along with his wife. “You people up 
north are the ones who don’t believe we can get along 
down here until something like this happens to prove it,” 
he shouted. 

“Negroes and whites have never fought over integra- 
tion in Colp,” Caliper insisted. “The white people just 
don’t want to integrate the colored school like the Board 
ordered. It’s no good. Why couldn’t the board send all 
the pupils (52 Negroes, 50 whites) to the white school, 
where there was steam heat?” The “Board” included four 
Negroes and three whites, who resigned to protest the clos- 
ing of the white school and encouraged white parents to 
boycott the school by sending their children abroad. 

Elected to replace one of the white members, Priscilla’s 
father’s first action was to seek a suit to keep white chil- 
dren from attending out-of-town schools without paying 
tuition. 

“We need all of our children here so we can get enough 
money from state funds ($80 per pupil) to keep the school 
open,” Mr. Harrison explained. 

School Board President Clarence Kincaid summed up 
the situation: 

“I’m glad the people wanted to help Priscilla like they 
did, but I don’t know if that’s going to help the schools 
any... You know people will help you put out your home 
if it’s on fire, but that don’t mean they want to live next 
door to you. Of course Priscilla’s operation proves one 
thing. If you trust in God and give people a chance, every- 
thing might work out all right.” 
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Negro Cleric Defies Threats In N. C. Election 

Despite three phone calls threatening harm to himself 
and his family, a 30-year-old Baptist minister, the Rev. L. 
B. Horton, declared he would remain as one of the 10 
candidates campaigning for the Chadbourn (N. C.) City 
Council. The Rev. Mr. Horton said the caller identified 
himself as a Ku Klux Klansman. 


Clennon King Named Pastor Of California Church 
The Rev. Clennon King, the controversial ex-Alcorn 
(Miss.) College professor who spent 12 days in an insane 
asylum after he tried to enroll in the lily-white Univer- 
sity of Mississippi last year, was appointed pastor of the 
Allen Chapel AME Church in San Pedro, Calif. The 38- 
year-old King said the church is currently without a 
meeting place, but has purchased a lot for it. 
Plan Appeal For Ala. Pastor Convicted Of Boycotting 
Attorneys for a Birmingham minister, the Rev. Calvin 
Wood, 25, announced they would appeal his six-month 
sentence on charges of violating Alabama’s boycott law. 





»}} Campaign Starts: 
Kicking off joint 
Ebony-First AME 
Zion Church sub- 
scription drive in 
Brooklyn, cam- 
paign officials, 
Mmes. Gladys 
Brooks (1.) and 
Madeline Lane, out- 
line goals with pas- 
tor, Rev. W. O. Car- 
rington. Drive is de- 
signed to yield $3,- 
000 for church re- 
conditioning fund. 
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MR. & MRS. 


Charged In Death Of Wife’s Unborn Baby 

A 22-year-old Chicagoan, charged with stabbing his 
wife in the abdomen during her eighth month of preg- 
nancy when she told him the child she was carrying was 
not his, was held to the grand jury on a manslaughter 
charge after the baby was stillborn more than a month 
late. In the first case of its kind in the history of the 
coroner’s office, James Merritt, an ex-GI who had just re- 
turned from overseas, was also charged with assault with 
intent to kill his 21-year-old wife, Lucy. 
Baltimore Woman Sheds ‘Undomesticated’ Spouse 

Mrs. Anna L. Johnson of Baltimore won a divorce 
from her husband, Charles, on charges that he had “other 
means of spending his money than taking care of the 
home.” They were married in 1950 and voluntarily sepa- 
rated in 1955. 
Wife’s Body Found After Hubby Beaten By Whites 

The body of a Negro woman, whose husband had been 
savagely beaten by eight white men posing as FBI agents, 
was found the following day in a stream near Columbiana, 
Ala. Police identified the body as that of Mrs. Mattie 
Brasher, wife of Lawrence Brasher. Her husband said she 
ran from the house after whites came and tore his back 
open with tree limbs. Police, who said there were no marks 
of violence on Mrs. Brasher’s body, refused to discuss the 
beating of her husband. 





Parents Break Infant Son’s Neck In Tug-Of-War 

A seven-month-old boy died at Camp Pendleton 
(Calif.) Naval Hospital shortly after suffering a 
fractured neck and left leg in a tug-of-war between 
his parents, each attempting to take him from the 
other. Police said the couple, Marine Pfc. Willie M. 
Wilson, 19, and his wife, Pearlie, started to fight after 
a pepper shaker Wilson threw at his wife opened, 
spilling its contents on the baby’s face. 
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COURT RECORDS CHALLENGE 


Harlem society editor Betty Granger’s announcement 
last fall that she had divorced her physician-husband Dr. 
William R. Granger in Mexico to clear the way for her 
marriage to former New York City license department 
clerk Wendell A. Reid, was challenged by records in two 
different courts. Court records in Columbia, S. C., shows 
that the ex-Mrs. Granger obtained an annulment from Dr. 
Granger, in September 1958, and married Reid in Jersey 
City, N. J. 

The ex-editor, associated with various weekly publica- 
tions for nearly two decades announced in a front-page 
weekly newspaper story last October that she and Reid 
had flown to Ensenada, Mexico, to shed their previous 
mates via divorce, then were married the same day, also 
in Mexico. But the clerk of Richland County Court dis- 
closed that annulments were granted to the ex-Mrs. 
Granger and Reid’s ex-wife, Muriel Brown Reid, before 





While newlywed Wendell Reids danced (1,), the former Mrs. Reid 
(at right with daughter Kyndell) consulted with her attorney 
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BETTY GRANGER MEXICO WEDDING 





Photostat of record in Jersey City (N. J.) Magistrate’s Court 
shows that the ceremony was performed there on Oct. 3, 1958. 
Judge Legare Bates on Sept. 29, 1958. Both the ex-Mrs. 
Granger and the ex-Mrs. Reid were represented by the 
same Columbia lawyer, Harold Boulware. 

The ex-Mrs. Granger said in her petition that Dr. 
Granger had refused to live with her as man and wife 
since their marriage in October 1950 and that the union 
“was never consumated.” 

Official records also disclose that Mrs. Muriel Brown 
Reid had her three-year-old marriage to Wendell Reid 
annulled and gave as her grounds that their marriage 
“was never consumated.” 

In Jersey City, N. J., other records revealed that Mrs 
Granger and Reid were married on Oct. 3, 1958, in the 
chambers of Magistrate Matthew F. Czachorowski. She 
gave her maiden name, Elizabeth Adams, a Jersey City 
address as her legal residence and her age as 42. Reid said 
he was 35 and a resident of New York City, 

The newlywed Reids were last reported in Jamaica, 
British West Indies, on an extended honeymoon. 

















’ a p 
Mrs. Nola Cor cuts cake for execs Joseph Goodloe, Asa Spauld- 
ing (l.). Mayor E. J. Evans presents George E. Padmore key. 


N. C. Mutual Life Ins. Co. Celebrates 60th Birthday 

The North Carolina Mutual Life Insurance Co., which 
started in a doctor’s office in Durham, N. C., was cited as 
the largest Negro business in the world with $61 million in 
assets and over $250 million worth of insurance in force 
at the 60th anniversary celebration. Speaking at the birth- 
day dinner Raymond C. Johnson, a vice-president of the 
New York Life Insurance Co., predicted that N. C. Mutual’s 
imposing size was only the beginning, and forecast that 
more than one trillion dollars in life insurance will be sold 
by 1970. Declaring that his firm was preparing to get its 
share of the market, president Asa T. Spaulding intro- 
duced 27 top salesmen attending the company’s seventh 
annual George Wayne Cox sales convention held in con- 
junction with the anniversary celebration. 
Mobile Night Club Manager Quits After Arrest 

A Mobile, Ala., high school teacher and night club man- 
ager, who was suspended after he pleaded guilty to dis- 
orderly conduct charges, resigned his school position. 
Wylice A. Cook quit after he was fined $100 following the 
arrest of three performers at the night club he manages. 
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Ga. Court Room Closed To Liberal White Editor 

The Muscogee County Commission voted unanimously 
to bar Ralph McGill, liberal editor of the Atlanta Consti- 
tution, from speaking in a Columbus, Ga., court room. 
Commissioner Malcolm Forte said the proposed speech 
by McGill, requested by the Columbus League of Women 
Voters, was “an effort on the part of the Atlanta news- 
papers to ram their opinion down their throats.” 


LABOR 


Urges Plan To Create 1,835 New Jobs For Negroes 
The adoption of a 35-hour work week without pay re- 
ductions to provide 1,839,000 new jobs for Negroes has 
been urged in New York by Albert J. Fitzgerald, president 
of the 150,000-member United Electrical, Radio and Ma- 
chine Workers of America. His proposal, Fitzgerald said, 
would provide “the best tangible evidence of working 
brotherhood” for millions of unemployed Negro workers. 


Faubus Fires Four, 12 Quit At School Where 21 Died 

After studying a state police report on the fire in which 
21 delinquent boys perished at the Arkansas Negro Boys 
Industrial School in Wrightsville, Gov. Orval E. Faubus 
fired the superintendent, his wife, and two other em- 
ployees. Twelve other employees resigned following the 
dismissal of Supt. L. R. Gaines, Mrs. Gaines, Wilson Hall 
Jr. and B. T. Humphrey. 


\_THE WEEK'S CENSUS 
Died: 


Harold Bernard (Red) Wilson, 42, former Southern Uni- 
versity star athlete and later high school coach; of a 
heart attack; at his home in Baton Rouge .. . Mrs, Hat- 
tie Jeters, 69, mother of Michigan boxing judge Andrew K. 
Brown; of diseases incident to old age; at her home in 
Detroit ... Mrs. Essie Monroe Edwards, funeral home 
manager and widow of late Savannah, Ga., businessman 
Toland Edwards; of a heart attack; at her home 
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| WEEKLY ALMANAC) | 


SPECS WEARER OF THE WEEK. In Carbon- 
s2s2= dale, Ill., 210-pound Gerald McGee, 28, escaped 
from the City Jail ‘by breaking its steel door, then let him- 
self be recaptured the following day because he left his 
glasses in the cell and was reluctant to leave town with- 
out them. 

JUDGMENT OF THE WEEK. In Fort Worth, 

fe Texas, after listening to Randall E. Cook, 23, 
stent guilty to stealing a bathtub, Judge J. C. Duval 
remarked: “Cleanliness is next to godliness,” cut Cook’s 
$100 fine in half, then told him to buy himself a tub for 
the remaining $50. 


DEFENSE OF THE WEEK. Arrested by Los 
==» <2 Angeles police on suspicion of drunk driving, 
unemployed laborer Welcome Easter explained why he did 
not have his license: “You guys took it from me before.” 


EXCUSE OF THE WEEK. In Detroit, asked by 
<= <2 == a judge why he was found sleeping shoeless in 
the lobby at Receiving Hospital, Curtis Jackson, 45, said 
he had dropped in to remove a little rock from one of his 
shoes and fell asleep before he could put the shoes back 
on. His sentence: 45 days in jail for vagrancy. 


‘JUNK’ COLLECTOR OF THE WEEK. In Phila- 
BP sis delphia, junk man Bernard L. Jones, 33, was 
arrested and charged with larceny after he was observed 
hanging around parking meters. Reason: a search of his 
pockets revealed two meter keys and $15.71, mostly in 
nickels. 








SERMON OF THE WEEK. In Toledo, Ohio, bur- 
<2 = =” glars ransacked the home of the Rev. Curtis L. 
Thomas, escaped with $4,000 worth of loot while the min- 
ister preached a sermon on a most appropriate theme: 
“Thou Shalt Not Steal.” 
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DELIVERY ‘TRUCK’ OF THE WEEK. In Norfolk, 

== = Va., U. S. District Court Judge Walter E. Hoff- 
man seized the vehicle of Alfred Williams, charging him 
with using it for the transport of sugar intended for the 
manufacture of booze. The vehicle: a $7,327 Lincoln. 


PEEPING TOM OF THE WEEK. In Philadelphia, 
<2 ===" James C. Heard, 37, overcome by the charms of 
Mrs. Bertha Jones he was watching from an alley through 
her dining room window, missed her calling the police, 
was still dreamy cyed when officers tapped him on the 
shoulder and said: “Let’s go.” 

DARE OF THE WEEK. In Baltimore, after jump- 
=== = ing on a cot and wrapping a curtain around his 
throat, 12-year-old Joseph Matthew challenged his nine- 
year-old brother, Lawrence: “Bet you can’t do this.” Law- 
rence didn’t try for Joseph had slipped from the cot and 
hanged himself. 

KEEN-NOSED COPS OF THE WEEK. In Phila- 
=== delphia, three detectives arrested Mitchell An- 
derson, 22, after they smelled something burning, followed 
their noses to Anderson’s basement and found 30,000 
numbers slips ablaze. 

MEDICINE OF THE WEEK. In Montgomery, 
=== = Ala., Buster Andrews was fined $25 because he 
and the prosecution differed on what to call the liquid 
in a half-pint botiie police found taped to his leg. An- 
drews called it “medicine,” while the prosecution called 
it “illegal whisky.” 

_ CLASSMATES OF THE WEEK. In Cincinnati, 
=== = Fred James Wilbon, 32, who admitted stealing 
$914 from a loan company, was arrested after he was 
identified by the company’s manager, John Poole, and 
Patrolman Artie Crum as their childhood classmate. 


CONTEST OF THE WEEK. In New Orleans, 
=< == Fleming Toomer, 36, and Willie Gaines, 33, made 
a wager on whether either could drink a fifth of 100-proof 
liquor in 15 minutes, downed their quota within the al- 
lotted time. Both were taken to Charity Hospital. 
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cerning one Rev. John Branham and the odd text he 
allegedly took about an extremely pleasurable boudoir 
excursion drew the heartiest laughs from the dapper 
minister when this column repeated them to him face 
to face. “Just goes to show you,” he shrugged, “they 
still think I’m newsworthy. But, believe me, I’m not 
worried about what they are saying. The time for me 
to start worrying is when they stop talking.” So there 
you have it .. . Chalk up another first: Mrs. Sara E. 
Johnson begins duties April 13 as a Superior Court 
clerk—the first Negro among the county’s some 100 such 
clerks, who handle swearing-in chores, etc. ... Woman 
to watch: Mrs. Vaino Spencer, president of the Demo- 
cratic Minority Conference, who has just been named 
co-chairman with State Sen. Richard Richards of the 
1959 Franklin D. Roosevelt dinner set for April 24 at 
the Beverly Hilton. Speaker will be Sen. Hubert H. 
Humphrey .. . Add progress: Young dentist Lathan J. 
Nichols invested $10,000 in just two pieces of equipment 
to get his new West Adams office going. One gadget is 
an ultra-high speed air-rotor drill which travels so fast 
that a patient (without an injection) feels no pain. 
eee 

Scouting The West Coast: San 
Francisco 49er football star Joe 
(The Jet) Perry is donning cover- 
alls and making ready for a grand 
opening of his new gas station ... 
Oklahoma City has thrown out the 
4 welcome mat to newcomers Napo- 
John Branham leon B. Johnson II and his attrac- 
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new industrial relations secretary, while wifey joins the 
staff at the University of Oklahoma Hospital as medi- 
cal social worker. She’s the daughter of Leon Miller, 
ex-U. S. attorney-general in the Virgin Islands... 
Honolulu is now without a Negro hairdresser. Reason: 
beautician Elizabeth Jackson closed up shop, returned 
home to Los Angeles . . . Oaxland’s Hank Clark, only 
Negro in an administrative staff position with the Am- 
pex Corp. of Redwood, Calif., has ended his probation- 
ary period of employment. His firm made the tape 
recording of Pres. Eisenhower’s voice, which was trans- 
mitted back to earth from outer space .. . Add another 
“only Negro”: Dayton’s Earl Williamson, in Los Angeles 
to attend top-level world gathering of mechanics and 
repairmen in the aircraft industry . . . East Coast busi- 
nesswoman Rose Morgan (Joe Louis’ ex) arrived in 
Oakland and San Francisco to officially launch sales of 
her cosmetics and beauty products on the West Coast. 
e@@e@.e 

Entertainment Row: Look closely on Nat Cole’s newest 
Capitol album, Night Of The Quarter Moon, and you'll 
notice a tune titled To Whom It May Concern. It was 
penned by Nat and his sister-in-law, 
Charlotte Hawk.ns. Her § s.sier, 
Maria Cole, became so excited in the 
last minute rush before taking off 
for South America with Nat that 
she mistakenly threw away a $100 
bill with some paper trasn. it 
wasn’t retrieved until just before 
plane time.—Ep CLAYTON 
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Alan Lomax, Library of Congress folk song authority, on 
current musical trends: “Musically, the world is going cof- 
fee-colored.” 


Dr. Benjamin Mays, president of Morehouse College, on 
prejudice: “Prejudice is not inborn, it is taught. If we 
could liquidate ali the older people and give the children 
a chance, things would be better.” 


Elijah (Pumpsey) Green, first Negro signed to play for 
the Boston Red Sox, after he was denied hotel accommo- 
dations in Scottsdale, Ariz., where the ball club is head- 
quartered for spring training: “A long time ago I learned 
how to live with myself and by myself. I don’t say I like it. 
I just know how to do it. I’m here trying to make a ball 
club. I’m not hurt in any way. I’ve been through things a 
lot worse than here.” 


Eddie Fisher, the singer, recalling critic Brooks Atkinson’s 
comment about Ella Fitzgerald’s voice: “Someone should 
inform Miss Fitzgerald that the things she does with her 
voice simply cannot be done.” 


Willie Mays, after newly-acquired San Francisco Giants 
pitcher Sad Sam Jones made him hit the dirt three times 
on three consecutive pitches during batting practice: 
“Hey man, you’re on our side now.” 


Duke Ellington, the bandleader, on jazz: 
“Jazz was born in an English speaking 
country but there are a lot of people who 
don’t speak good English who play good 
jazz.” 


Louis Armstrong, the trumpeter, on the 

length of a man’s productivity in jazz: 

. “When you’re a jazz man you don’t retire. 
Armstrong You just stop when your wind does.” 











THE WEEK'S 
BEST PHOTOS | 


William P. Lanier 
W Voice From The ‘Tomb’: Lying in a bronze metallic 
casket placed on his pulpit, the Rev. T. M. Chambers Jr., 
pastor of Los Angeles’ Greater Harvest Baptist Church, 
preaches Easter Sunday afternoon sermon before some 
1,500. Sermon title: “I Must Rise.” 
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Lonnie Simmons 


W The Clincher: Pitching comic “woo” at a Chicago nitery, 
comedians Redd Foxx (1.) and Slappy White exchange 
farewells at the close of a gag session. Two hammed it up 
for a bevy of noted show business guests at party marking 
35th birthday of Sarah Vaughan. 
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Gladys L. Allen 
*] London-Bound: All set to swap Los Angeles’ sunny 
climes for foggy London, shapely singer-actress Dawn 
Finney matches her classic 37-24-38 beauty with racy lines 
of sports car after being chosen to appear in a revue at 
the Prince of Wales Theater in London. 
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Wide World 
W No Spare?: Sitting dejectedly on the rear bumper of his 
truck, Marshall Beasley of Rochester, N. Y., finds time to 
ponder over the irony of fate that left him stranded with 
a truck-load of old tires he collected, a flat rear tire and 
no spare 
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Theodore Gaffney 
Wl Another Star: Celebrating the approaching statehood 
of Hawaii, Phyllis Eley of Baltimore assumes the role of 
a hula girl as she brandishes the 50th star for the new 
flag while flag maker James E. Nicholson ponders place 
it will occupy when the flag is redesigned. 
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GERRI MAJOR'S 


SOCIETY 


HATl While New York glamor girls 
Mary Louise Randolph, Peri Cousins and Barbara Jacquet 
were visiting backstage at the Copacabana with Sammy 
Davis Jr., the conversation got around to allergies. Mary 
Louise said she is allergic to hot weather. Peri gets un- 
pleasant reactions from certain cosmetics. Declared Bar- 
bara, wife of bandleader Illinois: “The only thing I’m 
allergic to is poverty. Every time my bank account gets a 
little low, I break out all over in bumps and rashes.” . 
In Tulsa tongues wag about the gay blade who wheels 
about in his luxurious 1959 Caddy while his wife stands on 
corners waiting for a bus to take her to work 








“A Links Fete Lady Lawyer: Flanked by Mrs. Ethel Lowry 
(1.) and Dr. Iris Richards (r.), president of Greater New 
York Links, Atty. Carmel Carrington Marr, legal advisor 
to UN Delegate Henry Cabot Lodge, is feted by Links at 
Waldorf-Astoria luncheon for “outstanding service.” 
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W AKA Ballers: Pausing during the swank ball which 
sparked the 27th South Central Regional Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Conference in Port Arthur, Texas (l.-r.), Dr. and 
Mrs. J. B. Matthews and the W. R. Hicks gather around 
champagne fountain for round of chatter. 


HIGH FASHION On the Philadelphia scene: Benjamin 
Sterling, the young surrealist who brags about being a 
disciple of Salvador Dali, smiles broadly to reveal a re- 
movable, 14-karat yellow gold crown with a small diamond 
inset near the gum line. It fits over a permanent gold 
front tooth ... Dress designer Benya Benjamin strolls in 
Rittenhouse Square with a brace of jet-black great Danes 
wearing red leather collars encircled with white rosebuds. 
The flowers match her headgear. 
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There is confusion in the Ber- 
muda mansion of Georgine and Hilton Hill. Son Hilton 
Jr., a student at Boston Latin School, is ready for college. 
Grandfather Dr. Alfred Russell wants him to matriculate 
at the Russell alma mater, Harvard. Auntie Sister Alfred 
Marie of the Order of St. Francis hopes he will choose 
Notre Dame. Dad is campaigning for his alma mater, 


Boston U.... Dee Cee’s Belford Lawson III is a triple- 
threat on the Groton (Mass.) Prep School varsity cage 
team—he’s tops at guard, forward or center ... Felix 


Jenkins Jr., son of Marie and the late oil magnate of 
Henderson, Texas, took a breather from pre-med courses 
at Pennsylvania’s Franklin and Marshall College for a 
trip to Dee Cee to woo Howard coed Betty Lou Kernodle 


W Military Orders: Paying rapt note to their “orders” for 
military ball, Tennessee State Univ. cadets attend new 
“Miss AF ROTC,” Joyce Dennis (c.) and attendants 
Cathleene Lucas (1.) and Otheria McCain. Cadets are (1.- 
r.) Donnell Word, Doe Woodrick anc Antinio Simmons. 
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® Contractor And Bride: Leaving 
New York’s Allen AME Church, 
James Moorhead and the former 
Jacqueline Bell radiate conjugal 
bliss after repeating marital 
vows. Bride, a graduate of Fisk 
University, was presented to so- 
ciety by Bachelor-Benedict Club 
of Norfolk. The groom is contrac- 
tor and builder in Ft. Lauder- 
dale, Fla. 











( NNE Dee (ee bachelor girls wonder if Sarah 
Harris’ beauty (shes an independent distributor of cos- 
metics) is the real reason why stag line eligibles are rush- 
ing in for jobs as salesmen ... When a pretty deb dancing 
partner stepped on the foot of New York investment 
broker Rudolph Renfrow, he put her at ease with: “That’s 
all right. I have another foot.” ... It’s a June 13 finale 
for the bachelorhood of George Smith of the New York 
sales office of the Aluminum Co. of America. The son of 
the distinguished Bermuda family of George E. Smith 
(his aunt was the founder of the island’s fine arts and 
crafts high school) has an altar date with Miriam Coates, 
editor-in-chief of the Mills College of Education yearbook. 


h 1 | When New Yorkers Cab and 
Nuffie Calloway wanted to leave a message for their teen- 
age daughter, Chris, Cab suggested: “Put the note in the 
refrigerator. That’s her first stop upon entering the 
house.” 
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ss PEOPLE ARE 


Elaine Swain, the woman who was in the New York 
hotel room with Lester Prez Young when the tenor 
saxophonist died. Seems she took Prez’s famous pork 
pie hat, mouthpiece and portable radio and refuses to 
give them to his widow. New Yorkers quote her as 
saying: “He was my man, I was his woman and I’m 
keeping these.” 


That Los Angeles dress designer who made herself a 
skin-tight outfit out of elastic bathing suit material and 
showed up in an after-hours spot and modeled it for 
everybody present, but unknowingly revealed that she 
wasn’t wearing any panties when she waltzed in front 
of the only table lamp in the dimly-lit room. 


That Houston socialite whose French provincial furni- 
ture was carted away after cops arrested her playboy 
beau, who confessed stealing the pieces from a furni- 
ture dealer and giving them to his sweetie. 


How two Negro women called the bluff of a flip white 
Baltimore cab driver who snubbed them at a railroad 
station, taunting: “Do you want my badge number? 
I’ll even give you a dime to call.” The two turned out to 
be Dr. Inabel Lindsay and Mrs. Bernice McIntosh, both 
Howard University professors, and the driver wound up 
in police court, where he was fined. 


How those two Millbrook, Ala., church deacons em- 
ployed a “do-unto-others” philosophy to settle a dispute 
over church funds. When Jubenia Duncan started a 
fight over the proceeds from the collection plate, police 
said Eddie Davis promptly cracked a vase over his head. 


How five Toledo, Ohio, ministers lowered the boom on 
local gamblers by obtaining numbers slips and tipping 
off the vice detectives. In rapid-fire succession, the cops 
closed in on three “game houses,” arrested nine men. 
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TALKING ABOUT 


EERFLLELSLSL GREP PSP TOLISPPOE PPPS EL ORE LSE Tey 


«. The confusion in one of Detroit’s biggest churches after 
~ the pastor dismissed a female member “because she 
talked too much.” When the same sister attempted to 
rejoin the church the pastor refused to accept her 
membership, stating: “You are not welcome here.” 


,. The popular businesswoman and her attorney, who 

*™ surprised hubby and his girl friend in their hideaway 
and had her rival’s car towed away from the spot, with 
plenty of spectators on hand. The rival left town on the 
next train in order to explain to her husband before 
he returned from a short vacation trip. 


sk The chumminess of comedian-emcee Milton (Buddy) 
‘* Bowser and his ex-wife, model Sara Lou Harris, even 
though their 11-year-old marriage was dissolved in an 
annulment. The couple still does fashion shows to- 
gether, with Miss Harris as star and Bowser as master 
of ceremonies. 


». The funeral director in Houston who bought his girl 

a friend an ultra-chic, expensive Easter ensemble and 
told his missus she couldn’t have a new outfit “because 
business is at a low ebb.” 


i» Nat King Cole’s ex-valet, James Ayers, who got fired off 

s his valet job just before Nat took off for South America, 
then got put out of Los Angeles’ Watkins Hotel for 
being rowdy and creating a scene. 


ofc Fans government official, in Washington, D. C., whose 

engagement to an attractive beauty has been tempo- 
rarily sidetracked. Seems the guy permitted one of the 
office girls to use his name as the father of her unborn 
child to protect the real father, a married man. When 
his name appeared in a weekly as the father of the 
child, he could not offer a satisfactory explanation to 
his bride-to-be. 
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| CRIME | 


Wealthy White Insurance Man Killed After Love Tryst ard, 


A white, $900-a-month insurance company inspector, Rob 
John L. Scott, 59, who police said registered in a Chicago reps 
hotel as the husband of a Negro prostitute, Louise Davis, pore 


24, was shot to death in a robbery attempt by the hotel to s 
clerk, William Spencer, 36. Charged with murder, Spencer eigl 
admitted: “After the woman left, I took a caseknife and Chi 
forced the lock on Scott’s door. He was dressing. I pulled A 
a 38-caliber revolver and said I wanted his money. We 


scuffied and the gun went off, the bullet lodging in a wall. —~f 
He broke and ran for the door. I shot him in the back. I’m and 
sorry. I only meant to rob him.” Anc 
Negro Helped Solve Nation’s Biggest Cash Robbery bef 

A Negro police captain, Francis G. Wilson, has been Th 
credited with helping solve the nation’s largest cash rob- C 
bery, the $2,775,395 “Brink’s job” in Boston, in 1950. Wil- thr 
son, who became deputy superintendent of police, before : 
his death, helped break Joseph (Specs) O’Keece, a prin- se 


cipal link to the robbery gang, according to the April 
issue of Ebony magazine, and during the six years before oo 
the case came to trial, unearthed much of the informa- 
tion used to prosecute 11 men who were indicted. 









Working on Brink’s case, Wilson (l.) took John Buccelli into 
custody; (r.) became first Negro deputy police superintendent. 
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Fine Loan Co. Head For Beating Ala. Negro 

A 25-year-old white loan company manager, Frank Good- 
ard, was fined $50 and costs for blackjacking 40-year-old 
Robert Thompson, allegedly because the victim was late 
repaying a $20 loan in Florada, Ala. Meanwhile, a tem- 
porary injunction against Goodard’s company was issued 
to stop it from collecting more than the legal maximum 
eight per cent interest on loans. 


Chicagoan Tries Suicide, Fails, Repeats, Succeeds 

A 27-year-old Chicagoan, who was restrained by his 
landlady when he attempted to commit suicide, succeeded 
on the second try by leaping from his bedroom window 
and falling three stories to his death. Landlady Bernice 
Andrews said John A. Washington shouted “I’m through” 
before jumping. 


Threaten Ohio Cleric After Numbers Racket Tipoff 

One of five Toledo, Ohio, ministers whose tipoff led to 
three police raids on numbers pickup headquarters was 
warned by several anonymous telephone callers that 
“someone will get even with you.” The Rev. A. L. Roach, 
pastor of Mt. Nebo Baptist Church, located a few doors 
from the confectionery where the numbers raids took 
place, said he had been assured police protection. 


a 





Shoots Ex-Cop 4 * 
Hubby: Arraigned * 
in a Tulsa court on 
charges of shooting 
her ex-policeman 
husband, Earl (r.), 
who called himself 
“fastest draw in 
Oklahoma,” Mfrs. 
Theresa White, 
absolved of assault | 
with deadly weapon 
charge, leaves with 
Atty. Amos Hall. 
































NEGRO CLERIC TRIED FOR 
By ALEX POINSETT 


1940 





































Negro spectators 
segregated in the 
rear of a dusty 
Somerville, Tenn., 
courtroom last 
week had neither 
seen nor heard any- 
thing like it before. 
State troopers sta- 
tioned at the exits 
were the tipoff that 
there might be 
trouble. 

Up front Mem- 
phis Atty. James F. 
Estes, first Negro 
lawyer ever to prac- 
tice in the court, 
Entering courtroom with guard, the laid the ground- 
Rev. Burton Dodson calmly stood trial. work for his de- 
fense of 77-year-old Rev. Burton Dodson, a Negro charged 
with murdering white Deputy Sheriff Olian B. Burroughs 
during an attempted arrest 19 years ago, then fleeing to 
East St. Louis, Ill. From a group of rural southern white 
men, Atty. Estes first had to sift, through rigorous ques- 
tioning, 12 who would be best suited for the jury. 

Jurors that were finally selected promised they would 
weigh the evidence impartially. A warrant, dated Aug. 
12, 1939, had been issued for the Rev. Mr. Dodson’s arrest 
on a felonious assault charge. But during testimony ex- 
Sheriff W. H. Cox could not explain to Atty. Estes’ satis- 
faction why he waited until March 23, 1940, more than 
eight months later, to attempt to serve the warrant, nor 
could he name the person against whom the alleged 
assault was committed. 

Meanwhile, the Rev. Mr. Dodson had ignored a warning 
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SHOOTING OF TENN. WHITE MAN 


from a white farmer to stay away from one of his female 
tenants. 

Subsequent events moved swiftly. Recalling March 23, 
1940, the minister’s son, the Rev. John H. Dodson, 39, now 
of Detroit, testified that an unidentified voice commanded 
his father to open the door, with the threat that he would 
break it down. 

Ex-Sheriff Cox testified he and four deputies had gone 
to arrest the elder Dodson, but the minister’s son claimed 
more than 100 whites surrounded the house. 

Then, testified the Rev. Dodson’s son, his brother, Joe, 
was summoned from home about three miles away, per- 
suaded to plead over a loud speaker: “Mama, you and the 
children come out. If you don’t, they’re going to burn 
the house down.” 

Continued the younger Rev. Dodson: “My father told 
us to go out and he would stay because he could just as 
well die burning as hanging. The sheriff told us to single 
file out with our hands 
locked over our heads. 
Mama came out first, 
then sister Maybelle, 
Burton Jr. and David. 
I came out last. I 
heard two shots from 
the smokehouse. I was 
hit. Deputy Sheriff 
Burroughs, who was 
standing a few feet 
from me, fell at the 
same time. He was 
shot, too.” 

Shot by whom? That 
was the crucial ques- 
tion facing the jury. i 
For the elder Rev. Atty. James F. Estes consults de- 
Dodson, meanwhile, /endant’s son, the Rev. J. H. Dodson. 
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Minister's Son Declares 100-Men Ringed House 


had gone running from the house, heading in an opposite 
direction, with bullets playing a cockeyed game of tic-tac- 
toe around him. Admitting he was armed with a rifle, 
he testified he could not remember firing. Hit five times, 
he made his way to the home of son-in-law Thurman Bass, 
51, breathlessly explained what had happened, instructed 
Bass to tell his pursuers he ‘vould be hiding in a nearby 
clump of woods. 

Bass said although he carried out his father-in-law’s 
instructions, he and members of his family were beaten 
and jailed by a sheriff’s posse. 

But the Rev. Mr. Dodson escaped to Memphis, 60 miles 
away, on foot, left his rifle behind a cafe, hitchhiked to 
Chicago, later settled in East St. Louis, Ill., where he was 
known as Charlie (Unk) Taylor until arrested by the 
FBI last September and returned to Somerville for trial. 
He had stayed away 19 years, Rev. Dodson testified last 
week, because he did not believe he would receive a 
fair trial. 

And Atty. Estes, summing up his defense at the end of 
the four-day tri- 
al, pointed out 
that with all the 
shots fired only 
God could know 
which one killed 
Deputy Sheriff 
Burroughs. And, 
while the jury 
deliberated over 
the aged cleric’s 
fate, a band of 
Negro ministers 
sang and prayed 
before the Som- 


J. T. Perry (l.) Thurman Bass were key €TVille Court- 
figures in case. Only Perry testified. house. 
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And the Rev. Mr. 
Dodson, without 
any apparent emo- 
tions, sat impas- 
sively in the crowd- 
ed courtroom as 
the trial jurors re- 
turned after they 
had deliberated 
over his fate for 
seven hours and 40 
minutes. Their ver- 
dict: guilty. The 
sentence: 20 years 
in prison for sec- 
ond-degree murder. 
The minister’s law- 
yer promptly noti- 





Dodson parents, children, ages 11 to 21, 
fied the court that were forced from share-cropper home. 
he would appeal 


the verdict to the state’s supreme court. 





White Woman Admits ‘Hustling’ For Negro Spouse 

A 26-year-old Detroiter, John Hill, has been charged 
by his white wife, Betty, 27, with accepting from her 
$7,500 she earned as a prostitute. Mrs. Hill, who claimed 
she earns an average $300 weekly from prostitution, said 
she met Hill in 1951 at which time he paid her $5 for an 
immoral act. She said they were married in 1956, but that 
she continued to hustle, giving all her earnings to him. 


Robbed, Bound, Left Helpless In Flaming Ohio House 

A 39-year-old Cleveland real estate broker, Mrs. Ella 
Harris, was rescued from her burning home after rob- 
bers bound and gagged her and set fire to her house. Mrs. 
Harris, rescued by neighbor Joseph Harbor, said she re- 
fused orders by two assailants to open her safe, claiming 
she did not know the combination. She said they locked 
her in the bathroom then destroyed the house by fire. 
Damage was estimated at $12,000. 
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| EDUCATION 


Charlottesville, Va., Integration Plan Approved 

Charlottesville became the first city in Virginia to agree 
voluntarily to integrated schools, after Federal Judge John 
Paul approved a school desegregation plan (submitted by 
the School Board) which will admit 12 Negroes to two 
white schools in September. 


Del. High Court Orders Fired Principal Rehired 

The Delaware Superior Court ordered the Laurel Special 
School District to reinstate Alonzo H. Shockley’ Jr. as 
principal of the Paul Laurence Dunbar School and pay 
him an estimated $6,000 in back salary. The decision 
followed the School Board’s failure to prove its charges 
of “willful and persistent insubordination” against Shock- 
ley who, it said, refused to teach while serving as princi- 
pal. 
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KNOXVILLE COLLEGE PROF WINS 
To the list of men whose deeds survive in Tennessee 
history may well be added that of 33-year-old James A. 
Hamlett, assistant professor and acting head of Knoxville 
College’s department of romance languages. A Fisk gradu- 
ate, with a master’s degree from Louisiana State Univer- 
sity, teacher Hamlett went half way around the world to 
the wastelands of Morocco and, in six months, brought 
the town of Azrou’s 4,000 people well into the 20th 
Century. 
Example: Now the Berber tribesmen all know at least 
a few words of English (spoken with a Tennessee drawl). 
They are familiar with the records of Louis Armstrong 
and Duke Ellington, despite the fact no American had 
ever been there before Hamlett. The youngsters have 
gone on hamburger picnics, learned U. S. dance steps, 
and become stamp-collectors. Hamlett also introduced 
softball and organized a league, and set up a steady 
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Los Angeles Attorney Files For School Board 

Los Angeles attorney Rayfield Lundy announced his 
candidacy for election May 19 to the Compton Union High 
School District School Board to fill the unexpired term 
ending June 30, 1960. Lundy, who now specializes in civil 
and domestic practice after 12 years of criminal work, 
was admitted to practice before the U. S. Supreme Court 
in 1952. 


Negro Woman Named Kansas City, Mo., Psychologist 
Chosen from 20 applicants, Mrs. Lois Arnold Smith, 34, 
became the first Negro psychologist to test mental ability 
of Kansas City, Mo., children on a non-segregated basis. 
Mrs. Smith is a former Sumner Kindergarten teacher. 


Nebr. Principal Heads Omaha Teachers Assoc. 

The only Negro principal of a school in Nebraska, Eu- 
gene Skinner, was elected president of the Omaha 
Elementary Teachers Assoc. Skinner, principal of Long 
School, is a former track star at the Univ. of Iowa. 
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FRIENDS FOR U. S. IN MOROCCO 
flow of pen-pal mail between Azrou and the U. S., in 
addition to his other duties. 

Duties: under the U. S.’s International Educational Ex- 
change Program, Hamlett, on a one-year leave of absence 
from Knoxville, was assigned to teach English 15 hours a 
week. However, he volunteered to teach Spanish classes 
for an additional six hours per week. 

Dressed in native garb, Hamlett is 
often mistaken for a Berber, and, accord- 
ing to one Moroccan: “He is completely at 
home here.” And at home he is, for last 
week the Moroccan Government invited 
Hamlett to stay for another year, and the 
U. S. Embassy at Rabat, pleased with his 
ambassadorial goodwill, sent a movie- 
making team to record how a Tennessean oa 
makes history. Hamlett 
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WEEK j By Frank London Brown 


© Just as a stirring sermon in an old-fashioned Negro 
awe is neand to inspire a goodly number of fervent 
es amens, so Frank London Brown’s new 
blockbuster of a novel, Trumbull Park 
(Henry Regnery Co., $3.95) , should inspire 
not only amens but hallelujahs as well. 
It is a terrific story of a colored family’s 
search against odds for a home. Lovingly 
and manfully told, his book has a certain 
beautiful force that makes many of its 

la pages unforgettable. In this documentary 
Frank Brown story (see the files of Negro weeklies) 
Brown has taken a segment of contemporary history away 
from the wordy language of the sociological report and 
given it to us vividly in deeply human terms. 


@ The author uses as his chief character a young father 
who moves his family into a public housing project which 
his own taxes have helped to build, only to be greeted by 
bombs and howling white mobs. In the course of fighting 
back, Brown’s young hero attains manhood status and 
the right to walk in the sun. As the hero says of an- 
other fellow fighter, “He was on the reckless side—just 
enough to make him a man. And it takes something to be 
reckless enough to be a man, especially if you’re colored.” 


@ It is clear that Brown loves his own people—their 
warmth, their humor, their language, their blues—and 
that he himself must have lived all the turbulence of, not 
the “Negro Problem,” but the Negro’s problem in our world 
today. He is a highly literate and talented writer who has 
something of great importance to say. In Trumbull Park 
Brown says it very well indeed. (The above book can be 
obtained from Ebony Bookshop, 1820 S. Michigan Ave., 
Chicago 16, Ill.) —LANGstoN HUGHES 
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SPORTS 


Ciney Gets Prize, Picks Boozer In Cage Draft 

Last-place Cincinnati copped the prize plum last week 
when they took first pick and got Bob Boozer, Kansas 
State’s great All-American in the annual National Basket- 
ball Assoc. draft. A total of five Negroes—including the 
fabulous Wilt (the Stilt) Chamberlain—were among the 
eight stars picked in the first round. The Philadelphia 
Warriors picked up the territorial claims they’ve held on 
The Stilt since his high school days. The other Negro 
stars included: Notre Dame’s Tom Hawkins (Minneapolis 
Lakers); Tennessee State’s Dick (Skull) Barnett (Syra- 
cuse), and Michigan State’s Johnny Green (New York 
Knickerbockers) . 





b| Checker Championship: Competing for the title of 
“Checker Champion of Pittsburgh,’ Curtis Johnson, 15 
(1.), and Marilyn Maihan, 11, ponder next moves during 
finals sponsored by the City’s Dept. of Parks and Recrea- 
tion at South Side Recreation Center. Curtis won. 































>THE WAY I SEE IT 

fir 
By Roy Campanella ju 
Mark down the deal that the San Fran- 7 
cisco Giants made for pitcher Sam Jones ch: 
as one of the smartest maneuvers Horace Stoneham bel 
and Company have pulled off in years. The big He 
right-hander puts the Giants right down front for tio 
pennant contention, and my guess is that he’ll be a ba 
valuable addition to the team. Fe 
In dealing infielders Bill White and Ray ity 
Jablonski off to St. Louis in exchange for Jones, ing 
the Giants really haven’t lost any batting fu: 

strength. White’s a good man in a pinch, but 
his record shows he only delivered .241 at the Te 
plate last year, which is not quite good enough r 

for every day play. Jablonski, in order to be oi 
real value to a ball club, has got to be played Un 
every day. He can get his chances with St. tea 
Louis, but at best he would only have been a col 
part-timer with the Giants. He appeared in only chi 
86 games last year and hit .230. on 
Smart Sam Jones, though, may be the fellow Co! 
who’ll put the icing on the cake. He owns the fastest clu 
three-quarter outside curve ball in baseball. As a Ba 
Dodger, I guess I hit about .150 against Jones and Ste 
maybe I’m giving myself the benefit of the doubt. Sy: 
The big man from Stewartsville, Ohio, has very little g 
respect for National League hitters and his record- the 
breaking 225 strikeouts last year certainly proves it. lin; 
There is all this talk about Jones being “only” firs 
a .500 pitcher (it’s a .519 to be exact, with 14 chi 
wins, 13 losses) but I can name you a long list NB 
of National L::ague starters who won barely half I 
their ball games last year. fea 
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Wil Delayed Award: Al- 
though he never received 
recognition as the world’s 
first 26-foot-plus broad 
jumper, DeHart Hub- 
bard, famous University 
of Michigan Olympic 
champion (1924). sets 
belated award from the 
Helms Athletic Founda- 
tion Hall of Fame. Hub- 
bard, an adviser to the 
Federal Housing Author- 
ity, jumped 26 ft., 2%4 
inches but officials re- 
fused to certify jump. 








Tenn. State U. Coach Heads Mixed All-Star Team 

J. B. (Johnny) McLendon, coach of Tennessee State 
University’s three-time championship NAIA basketball 
team, was selected head coach of the interracial team of 
collegiate all-stars scheduled to play the Denver Truckers, 
champions of the National Industrial Basketball League, 
on April 5 in Cleveland. Backed by the Sweeny Piping and 
Construction Co., McLendon’s hand-picked team will in- 
clude: Tennessee State’s Dick (Skull) Barnett and John 
Barnhill, Michigan State’s Johnny Green and Kansas 
State’s Bob Boozer. 
Syracuse’s Art Baker Wins NCAA Wrestling Title 

Syracuse University football fullback Art Baker won 
the National Collegiate Athletic Assn. 1$1-pound wrest- 
ling title in matches at Iowa City, Iowa, and became the 
first Negro ever to win an NCAA individual wrestling 
championship. 
NBA Names Davey Moore ‘Boxer Of Month’ 

Following his victory over Hogan (Kid) Bassey, new 
featherweight champion Davey Moore has been named 
“Boxer of the Month” by the National Boxing Assoc. 
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NEGRO STARS KEY TO PENNANT 

Six Negro baseball stars, who will be paid a total of 
$250,000 for six months’ work, are expected to lead their 
teams into the 1959 World Series because they are in- 
corrigible base stealers, merciless sluggers and unrelenting 
defensive players. 

Top rock is the amazing Willie Mays, who signed to 
play the 154 season games for $80,000, or roughly $500 per 
game for the San Francisco Giants. A great gate attrac- 
tion, the team’s most valuable player, Willie swatted a 
sweltering .347 last season, developed into the unofficial | 
coach of the Giant rookies, maintaining all the while the 
fantastic fielding feats that make him legend. 

Number two man, salary wise ($50,000), and the only 
player in the National league to play every game of the 
1958 season, Ernie Banks is the unanimous choice to be- 
come the Chicago Cubs big bear. Last year Banks led the 
league in all departments, home runs, 47, total bases, 379, 
RBIs, 129 and swatted .313. He was also voted the League’s 
Most Valuable Player. 

Orestes (Minnie) Minoso, highest paid Negro star in the 
American League ($40,000), has come up from Cuba to 
protect his lifetime batting average of .300 plus and try 


All-around man Elston Howard will finally become prime Yankee 
catcher, Giants’ Mays, Braves’ Aaron will swing for fences. 
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Nip, Dek 


Banks is highest paid Cuo in history, Doby has played for In- 
dians and White Sox, Minoso’s sale to Indians upset Windy City. 
to help the Cleveland Indians do better. 

Another $40,000 man, the Milwaukee Braves’ hammering 
Hank Aaron, is expected to spark his team to its third 
straight pennant. A clutch hitter who fashioned a neat 
.326 last year, Aaron drove in 95 runs, hit 30 homers, 
clouted a whopping .333 in the World’s Series play. 

First Negro player in the American League, but fifth 
in the finance department, Larry Doby, cavorting in the 
Detroit Tigers’ left field like he already owns it, was re- 
cently bought by the Bengals. Entering his 12th year in 
the majors, Doby is counted on to supply Detroit with 
sadly needed big timber. 

Last of the big six is New York Yankee star Elston 
Howard, who will make way up in the $20,000 bracket as 
the No. 1 catcher, replacing Yogi Berra, who will be shifted 
to left field. 

Despite all their laurels, even the big six might not be 
able to find their way to the October baseball classic. 
But with a total of 48 Negroes playing in the majors today 
and no team without one of them, it’s a lead-pipe cinch 
that some beige star will help his team win a pennant and 
a world championship as well. 
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__ENTERTAINMENT 


Eartha Kitt Breaks 2 Toes Water-Skiing 

Entertainer Eartha Kitt, currently performing at the 
Caribe Hilton in San Juan, Puerto Rico, went water-skiing 
for the first time and broke two toes. “That’ll teach me,” 
she said, “not to look at those TV commercials that make 
sports look like fun.” 


Handy’s Horn On Display At Memphis Museum 

The now-silent trumpet of W. C. Handy has been placed 
in the Memphis Museum, where it will remain until a 
shrine to the composer is completed in Handy Park on 
Beale Street—the street where Handy penned his St. Louis 
Blues. The horn, presented to Memphis by Handy’s wid- 
ow, will rest finally in a glass show case at the foot of 
the blind songwriter’s stone likeness. 





Wi Human Kite Crashes: Trying to become a human kite 
in a stunt for a television show, 37-year-old Alfonso Wood- 
land of Cleveland sees his soaring ambition end in near 
disaster as he crashes on a San Fernando Valley airport 
runway shortly after taking off. The daring aviator, towed 
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African Ballet Bares Bosoms In Canada 

The ladies of Les Ballets Africains gave a bare-bosomed 
performance at Her Majesty’s Theater in Montreal, Can- 
ada, ending more than a month of enforced modesty at 
the insistence of New York’s license commissioner and 
other municipal censors in the United States. The general 
feeling among Canadian viewers was that New York’s cen- 
sors had made a mountain out of a molehill. Meanwhile, 
Chicago joined New York in banning bare-bosomed danc- 
ing at a performance scheduled for later this spring. 


Ethel Waters Set For One-Woman Show 

Ethel Waters began rehearsals in New York on a pro- 
gram of songs, sketches and commentary which she will 
present as “An Evening With Ethel Waters” at the Renata 
Theater in Greenwich Village. Miss Waters will appear 
for four weeks in the one-woman show case, beginning 
April 8, supported by Reginald Beane at the piano. 








| by a car, took off on ski-like boards equipped with roller 


skates, reached an altitude of 50 feet, then was caught by 
a strong crosswind that sent him crashing down, break- 
ing a leg and both heels. The television show for which 
he tried to perform the stunt is, “You Asked For It.” 
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Ward Granted $1,250 In Ist Round Of $102,500 Suit 

Dominoes quartet leader Billy Ward was granted $1,250 
by a Los Angeles Court in the first round of his suits total- 
ing $102,500 against his former vocalist, Eugene Mumford. 
Ward, in the first suit, claimed he had loaned Mumford 
$2,500. Mumford claimed the debt had been repaid. The 
second suit, in which Ward seeks $100,000, claimed his 
ex-vocalist was induced to leave, has been set for hearing. 
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MOVIE RIGHTS TO ‘RAISIN IN SUN’ 

Lorraine Hansberry’s new Broadway dramatic hit, A 
Raisin In The Sun, was sold to Columbia Pictures in Holly- 
wood in a package deal for $500,000. Columbia paid 
$300,000 for the film rights, and will tack on another 
$200,000 for Miss Hansberry’s work on the screenplay and 
fees to stars Claudia McNeil and Sidney Poitier. Filming 
will begin about June, 1960, Producer Philip Rose told JET. 

The cast will probably include most of the actors cur- 
rently appearing in the vehicle at the Ethel Barrymore 
Theater on Broadway. Rose said “just about every Holly- 
wood film company had bid for the play, but Columbia 
was chosen because the studio has agreements with Pro- 
ducer David Susskind. Rose will be co-producer with 
Susskind. “It was Miss Hansberry’s choice of Susskind as 
a producer which swung the deal,” Rose declared. 

The 28-year-old, Chicago-born playright said: “I was 
sure Mr. Susskind could give the play the kind of sensi- 





Hansberry Poitier Mrs. Poitier Belafonte 
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Marian Anderson’s Nephew Gets Music Appointment 

The 23-year-old nephew of singer Marian Anderson, 
conductor-composer Jimmy DePriest, was appointed mu- 
sical director of the Contemporary Music Guild, a non- 
profit organization which will support the Philadelphia 
Jazz Orchestra. DePriest, director and percussionist with 
his own award-winning quintet, has also been commis- 
sioned to write a score for a new ballet. 
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GO TO COLUMBIA FOR $500,000 


tive treatment we believe it deserves.” Miss Hansberry 
added, “I am very excited about the movie, and I’m al- 
ready at work on the screen play.” 

Rose also disclosed that the Broadway drama will begin 
paying back its 147 backers by the end of April. Some of 
the shareholders are Harry Belafonte, who owns a $2,000 
interest, Dr. John Holloman, and jazz enthusiast John 
Hammond. Poitier and his wife are also investors and 
will share in the profits from the sale of the play to the 
movies. Rose revealed that the play is doing $41,000 worth 
of business every week with 30 to 40 standees at each 
performance. “At this rate we expect to begin paying 
dividends to our shareholders around the first of May.” 

Rose said the play had already recouped its $55,000 
original investment because it made money in Philadel- 
phia and Chicago tryouts. “Thus, in scarcely eight weeks 
we will be in the black.” 








™ 


Hammond 





J -_ 
Dr. Holloman Rose Susskind 
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‘Black Magic’ Works, Daniels To Get N. Y. Permit 

Singer Billy Daniels’ Ole Black Magic apparently is still 
working for him, as JET learned exclusively this week 
that he would still get his New York cabaret card from 
the Police Dept. to open at the Copa night club April 16, 
although the police had earlier granted and then re- 
voked it after they said he failed to inform them of an 
arrest in Las Vegas last October. Joe Glasser, head of the 
Associated Booking Corp., which handles Daniels’ busi- 
ness affairs, said his client was never arrested in Vegas. 
Daniels received the three-year suspension because of a 
Harlem club shooting in which he was involved. 


Negroes Object, Ind. Group To Drop Minstrel Show 
An Evansville, Ind., Catholic men’s organization agreed 
to make this year’s annual minstrel show the last, after 
Negro leaders objected to the four-day performance. After 
hearing Baptist minister Charles King Jr., local president 
of the NAACP, speak against the affair, the St. Benedict’s 
Men’s Organization decided to end seven-year series. 





~ Miami Beach ‘First’: Signing a contract with show pro- 
ducer Lou Walters (1.) to headline at the Siam Club in 
the Carillon Hotel, singer Arthur Lee Simpkins becomes 
first entertainer to sign a contract for a 12-week engage- 
ment on the famous Miami Beach. 
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ey Lorraine nem who 
authored the Broadway hit 
play, Raisin In The Sun, is 
working on her next one, 
which deals with the Re- 
construction Era. 


A Singer Dakota Staton 
has invested part of her 
money in an African leath- 
er goods store in Harlem to 
be managed by her new 
husband, Talud Dawad. 


A Warren Evans, whose 
early records helped make 
the Buddy Johnson band 
popular, died in New York 
after a short illness. 


A Boxer Tony Anthony, a 
contender for champ Archie 
Moore’s light heavyweight 
crown, and Larry Steele 
chorine Bobby Jean are be- 
ing kayoed by Dan Cupid. 


A One of Harlem’s top sug- 
ar Hill taverns, the rendez- 
vous of socialites and play- 
boys, featured candlelight 
for a week. Reason: they 





hadn’t paid their bills. 


“ Wealthy Washington 
businessman Chauncey 
Thomas negotiating to pur- 
chase one of Maryland’s top 
white country clubs to re- 
open as a sepia resort. 


A Torch singer Virginia 
Capers, who quit as Ade- 
laide Hall’s understudy in 
Jamaica, is singing in Mon- 
treal and being romanced 
by a real estate tycoon. 


A Musician Shep Shepherd, 
resigned from Bill Doggett’s 
band to operate a cabinet- 
making business in Phila- 
delphia. He’ll work week- 
ends with his own trio. 


A When Sarah Vaughan 
and Gloria Wynder sang in 
the Mt. Zion Baptist 
Church choir in Newark 
both vowed to aid the 
church if they hit big-time. 
Two years ago Sarah raised 
$2,000 for Mt. Zion. Con- 
tralto Gloria, who’s sung in 
Broadway shows, will be on 
hand in a Lenefit concert 
April 12. 
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Damita Jo ChrisColumbus 


A Singer Damita Jo and 
bandleader Chris Columbus 
are forming a song and 
music act to rival the Louis 
Prima-Keeley Smith com- 
bination. 


A Singer Vicki Vigal, who 
gave up a promising career 
five years ago to become a 
Los Angeles housewife, is 
making a comeback as a 
cocktail lounge pianist. 


A Singer Billie Holiday, 
suffering from a liver con- 
dition, has been warned 
by her physician to avoid 
strong drinks. 
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Vicki Vigal 


A The Rev. George Law- 


- rence, secretary of the New 


York State Baptist Conven- 
tion, being considered as a 
likely successor to fill the 
pulpit (at Atlantic City’s 
Shiloh Church) left vacant 
by the death of Rev. Rus- 
sell Roberts. 


A Henry (Crip) Heard, the 
one-legged dancer, was 
robbed of cash and jewelry 
estimated at near $1,000 by 
an armed gunman in At- 
lanta. Crip was en route to 
Quebec, Canada, to fill an 
Easter engagement. 


A Dr. Sarah Archie Lee, a 
winsome Norfolk dentist, 
has returned to practice in 
Ghana following a brief 
Stateside visit. 


A Harry Belafonte and ac- 
tress Monique Van Vooren 
(bandleader Ray Anthony’s 
wife) are feuding. She 
claims, and Harry denies, 
she lent him a tape _ re- 
corder five years ago which 
was never returned. 


A Mimic Arnold Dover al- 
most came to blows with a 
midget performer for get- 
ting fresh with his sexy 
wife, Sherry Carlyle, who 
works in his act. 

—MaJor ROBINSON 
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Duke Ellington Records LP For British Queen 

Bandleader-composer Duke Ellington has recorded at 
Columbia Records Studio in New York an eight-movement 
suite for Britain’s Queen Elizabeth. The work, which fills 
both sides of a 12-inch record, was especially commis- 
sioned for Queen Elizabeth after Ellington met her in 
Leeds, England, last year. The suite is tentatively titled 
A Work Commissioned For The Queen. 


Foreign Press Calls ‘Defiant Ones’ Best Of °58 

The Defiant Ones, starring Sidney Poitier and Tony 
Curtis, double nominees for Academy Awards, was selected 
as the best American film of 1958 by the Film Critics Circle 
of the Foreign Language Press of New York. 


Sammy Davis Jr. To Co-Produce, Play In Movie 

Sammy Davis Jr. has teamed with Producer Abner 
Greshler for the formation of an independent film com- 
pany to produce a screen version of Joey Adams’ novel, 
The Curtain Never Falls, in which Davis will also appear. 
The film is slated for a July 15 starting date in New York. 








i Duke ‘Digs’ Rare i 
Vases: Viewing — 
4,000-year-old vases 
Ben Starr (1.), his 
copyright lawyer, 
brought from 
Greece, bandleader 
Duke Ellington 
hears art collector 
explain that price- 
less pieces were 
originally dug from 
tombs. Starr plans 
return trip later 
this year to add to 
collection. 
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Hamp, Ella And Buck Clayton On ‘Swing Into Spring’ 

: , Lionel] 
Hampton, El- 
la Fitzgerald 
and trumpet- 
er Buck Clay- 
ton join 
bandman 
Benny Good- 
. manonSwing 
Hamp... Ella... Clayton Into Spring 
(Friday, April 10, at 9 p.m., EST) on CBS-TV. Goodman 
celebrates his 25th anniversary as a bandleader on the 
show, and appropriately jams with Hampton, whom he 
discovered in 1936, and Miss Fitzgerald, who made some of 
her early recordings under the Goodman baton. Others 
scheduled to appear on radio and television this week: 


Sarah Vaughan, on Your Hit Parade (Friday, April 10, at 
7:30 p.m., EST) on CBS-TV. 

Sonny Liston vs. Cleveland Williams, in a 10-round heavy- 
weight bout (Wednesday, April 15, at 10 pm., EST) on 
ABC-TV. 

Diahann Carroll, in the Garry Moore Show (Tuesday, 
April 14, at 10 p.m., EST) on CBS-TV. 

Ulysses Kay the conductor, on The Twentieth Century 
(Sunday, April 12, at 6:30 p.m., EST) on CBS-TV. 
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Making Outfit FREE / 
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$30 IN A DAY 


Do you want to make more money in full o 

spare time ... as much as $30.00 in a day? 
Then mail the coupon below for this BIG OUTFIT, sent 
you FREE, containing more than 100 fine quality fab- 
rics, sensational values in made-to-measure suits, 
eoats, and overcoats. Take orders from friends, 
bors, fellow-workers. Every man prefers better-fitting, 
better-looking made-to-measure clothes, and when you 
show the many beautiful, high quality fabrics—-men- 
tion the low prices for made-to-measure fit and style— 
and show our guarantee of satisfaction, you take 
orders right and left. You collect a big cash profit in 
advance on every order, and build up fine permanen 
income for yourself in spare or full time. 


No Experience Needed 

It's amazingly easy to take measures, and you don’t need an 
eaperience to take orders. Everything is simply explained for you 
to cash in on this wonderful opportunity. Just mail this coupon no 
and we'll send you the big, valuable outfit filled with more than 100 
fine fabrics and everything else you need to start. You'll say this 
is the greatest way to mal money you ever saw Rush the coupon 
today! 





| Stone-Field Corp., Dept. N-826 
SEND NO MONEY | | 532 S. Throop St., Chicago 7, MI. 
Re ar Sir: 1 WANT MONEY AND I WANT A suit 
TO WEAR ANI ° ithout paving ¢ 
now or ever, fo get it ‘ Rush Valuable Suit Coupon. ‘and Sample Kit 
this money-making | witn actual fabrics ARSOLUTELY FREE 
Tailoring Outfit! 


Mail coupon TODAY! 


| name 








Stone-Fieid Corp., Dept. N-826 
532 S. Throop St., Chicago 7, tll. 








